
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bhubaneswar

THE Central Bureau of  Investi-
gation (CBI) on Friday arrested 
deputy director of  Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED), Bhu-
baneswar zonal office, Chintan 
Raghuvanshi, a 2013-batch In-
dian Revenue Service (IRS) of-
ficer, and his associate Bhaghti 
for allegedly accepting ̀ 20 lakh 
bribe from a quarry owner and 
businessman Ratikanta Rout.

Bhaghti, a private individual, 
was reportedly caught red-
handed by CBI sleuths on 
Thursday evening while accept-
ing the bribe amount from Rout 
on behalf  of  the senior ED of-
ficial. Both Raghuvanshi and 
Bhaghti were then interrogated 
at CBI office in Bhubaneswar, 
and arrested on Friday.

As per the CBI FIR, Rout, 
who belongs to Kalarahanga in 
Bhubaneswar, has stone quarry 

and crusher business in 
Dhenkanal. He had lodged a 
complaint alleging Raghuvan-
shi had first demanded a bribe 
of  `5 crore for not arresting 
him in a case related to finan-
cial irregularities.

He had, however, reportedly 
reduced the amount to ̀ 2 crore 
later while assuring Rout to set-
tle the case. He had asked Rout 
to pay `50 lakh as the first in-
stallment through Bhaghti on 
Thursday, the FIR stated.

Rout had last year received 
summons from the ED after a 
case was registered against 
him. On January 8, 2025, the 
central agency had conducted 
simultaneous searches at his 
office, residence and properties 
of  a few acquaintances.

ED officials had again  
sent him summons earlier in 
March following which he  
had appeared before them  
for questioning.

S I D D H A R D H A  G AT T I M I  @ Hyderabad

EARLY marriage and mother-
hood continue to pose serious 
challenges in Telangana, 
with 16% of  women 
from the Younger Co-
hort (born in 2001-02) 
married before the le-
gal age 18 and 22% be-
coming mothers by 19.

These findings are part 
of  the preliminary results from 
the ‘Young Lives Round 7 Sur-
vey (2023-24)’, unveiled on Fri-

day by Women and Child Wel-
fare Minister Dansari Anasuya, 
alias Seethakka, at the Centre 
for Economic and Social Stud-

ies (CESS) in Hyderabad.
The survey, which be-

gan in 2002, tracks 
12,000 children in Ethi-
opia, India, Peru and 
Vietnam to examine 

long-term trends in child 
poverty. In India, it focuses 

on undivided Andhra Pradesh, 
covering 20 mandals – 13 in 
Andhra and 7 in Telangana. 

R I S H I TA  K H A N N A  @ Bengaluru 

WITH no fee cap or regulation 
in place, private schools in Ben-
galuru are not only hiking an-
nual fees steeply but are now 
tying up with private finan-
ciers to offer EMI schemes. 

The move, flagged by parent 
groups, highlights the growing 
commercialisation of  school 
education and the state govern-
ment’s continued inaction de-
spite repeated demands for in-
tervention. Parents lament that 
by introducing finance-backed 
EMI options, schools are turn-
ing basic education into a debt-
driven service. 

Many argue that this is a way 
to normalise exorbitant fees 
rather than address the root 
problem – the absence of  a reg-
ulatory framework to keep edu-
cation affordable. 

In Bengaluru, most private 
schools charge anywhere be-
tween `1.5 lakh to `2 lakh just 
for nursery admissions – and 
the fees only keep rising as the 
child moves to primary and 
high school. This amount, how-

ever, doesn’t cover everything. 
Parents are made to pay up to 
`30,000 separately for trans-
port, uniforms, books, co-cur-
ricular activities, and add-ons. 

Speaking to this newspaper, 
parents said private schools in 
the city suggest they tie them 
up with some finance compa-
nies that often charge high in-
terest rates, making it difficult 
for families to repay the loans. 
Many parents, desperate to se-
cure admission or continue 
their child’s education, are 

lured into signing agreements 
without fully understanding 
the terms which pushes them 
into a cycle of  debt. 

However, a private school 
representative in Jakkur said 
the EMI schemes are being in-
troduced as a way to aid parents 
who may otherwise find it dif-
ficult to pay the full fee at once.

“We are forced to bear the 
pressure of  high-interest re-
payments, which often leads to 
financial stress. In most cases, 
families we know have even re-
ported harassment by finance 
company agents when they 
struggle to make payments,” 
Shalini Kamath, one of  parents 
whose son is in a well-known 
private school in Brookefield, 
said. Shalini said that a major 
issue is the lack of  transpar-
ency in these school-financier 
arrangements. “Parents are 
rarely given a clear picture of  
the loan terms, including inter-
est rates or repayment condi-
tions. Without this clarity, 
many end up committing to fi-
nancial agreements they can-
not afford,” she added. 

The Karnataka government on Friday issued a complete 
ban on hookah bars, raised the legal age for buying tobacco 
products from 18 to 21 years, & increased maximum fine for 
violations under tobacco control laws from `200 to `1,000.

K’TAKA RAISES LEGAL AGE 
FOR TOBACCO PURCHASE
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K A V I TA  B A J E L I - D AT T  @ New Delhi

A prolific academic and PhD in 
nursing, Dr Banu M R, who has 
authored textbooks, published 
numerous research articles, 
and is currently serving as an 
Assistant Nursing Superin-
tendent at NIMHANS, Bengalu-
ru, is among the 15 nurses and 
ANMs, who were conferred 
with the coveted National Flor-
ence Nightingale Award 2025 
by President Droupadi Murmu 
on Friday.

She was honoured for dem-
onstrating exemplary leader-
ship during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, emerging as a role model 
for her peers, and playing a piv-
otal role in establishing the 
Neuro Rehabilitation Centre 
and developing a comprehen-
sive intervention package for 
tobacco cessation during her 
25-year nursing career.

A health educator, Valiveti 
Subhavathi, started her jour-
ney as an Auxiliary Nurse Mid-
wife (ANM) at a primary health 
centre in Guntur district in 
Andhra Pradesh and slowly 
rose to the position of manage-

ment instructor from which she 
retired this year after 39 years 
of  exemplary service. Known 
for her creative health aware-
ness campaigns, for which she 
wrote and sang songs, Subha-
vathi has also been awarded at 
the district level as a health ed-
ucator and performer.

Mangayarkarasi, serving as 
a Nursing Officer at the Gov-
ernment Hospital in Srivilli-
puthur, Tamil Nadu, has also 
received an award from the dis-
trict authorities for her out-
standing contribution towards 
improving accessibility to 
health and family welfare serv-
ices to the tribal communities 
in Nilgiris District.

B’luru schools offer EMI 
schemes to meet steep fees

Senior ED officer held for 
accepting `20 lakh bribe 

President honours 15 nurses with 
the Florence Nightingale Award

Sadhguru’s plea 
over AI-driven 
abuse of identity 
comes up in HC 

E X P R E S S  R E A D
Bodies of twin infants 
found in drainage canal
NELLORE: In a shocking incident, 
sanitation workers found the 
bodies of twin infants while 
clearing garbage in a drainage 
canal in Ashok Nagar of Gudur 
town in Tirupati district on Friday.
Upon spotting the bodies, the 
workers and local residents 
immediately alerted the police. 
Police arrived at the scene, 
registered a case, and launched 
an investigation into the incident.
The incident has sparked 
speculation among residents.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ New Delhi

ANDHRA Pradesh Chief  Min-
ister N Chandrababu Naidu on 
Friday said while India has be-
come the fourth-largest econo-
my in the world, the real 
competition with the top two 
economies, the United States 
and China, has just started.

Addressing the Annual Sum-
mit of  the Confederation of  In-
dian Industry (CII), Naidu said 
India should strengthen its glo-
bal product manufacturing ca-
pabilities and avoid falling into 
the middle-income trap.

“Today, we are the fourth-
largest economy. Another two 
years, we will be the third-larg-
est economy. Until the third 
spot, we do not have competi-
tion. The real competition has 
just started,” he said.

“China’s economy is four-
and-a-half  times that of  India 
and the US’ economy is seven 

times that of  India. We should 
be ready,” Naidu said, adding 
that good public policy is im-
portant to take a big leap.

The TDP leader said in Prime 
Minister Modi, India has a 
great leader at a great time and 
the country should take advan-
tage of  this opportunity.

The Andhra Pradesh chief  
minister said his government 
will set up a global leadership 
centre in Amaravati to prepare 
leaders for tomorrow, on the 

lines of  Davos in Switzerland.
Naidu said Andhra is the 

number one state in the coun-
try for producing green energy 
and encouraged industries to 
set up facilities there. “We want 
to set up a global leadership 
centre in Amaravati to prepare 
global leaders for tomorrow. We 
are all going to Davos to learn, 
network, meet people, exchange 
ideas. Now, this is the place I 
want to make it,” he said.

A tech-savvy leader, Naidu 
said companies like TCS, IBM 
and L&T will be setting up 
quantum computing centres in 
Amaravati, the new under-con-
struction capital of  the south-
ern state. Andhra is well-posi-
tioned for industries producing 
green energy, he added.

Naidu said his state has good 
solar and wind energy poten-
tial, along with pumped stor-
age, green ammonia and nitro-
gen. It also has ports.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ New Delhi

SPIRITUAL leader Jagdish Vas-
udev, popularly known as Sad-
hguru, has approached the Del-
hi High Court seeking legal 
protection against the misuse 
of  his name and image by rogue 
websites and through artificial 
intelligence (AI). The matter 
was heard by Justice Saurabh 
Banerjee on Friday.

Sadhguru’s legal team argued 
that unauthorised online plat-
forms were exploiting his iden-
tity to falsely promote and sell 
products, including books and 
investment schemes, adding 
that the misuse of  his persona 
was a serious matter of  com-
mercial exploitation.

The court was told that one 
of  the defendants used AI-gen-
erated content to falsely claim 
Sadhguru had spoken to a jour-
nalist about accumulating vast 
wealth. “This is all made up. 
They are using my client’s rep-
utation to redirect traffic and 
encourage people to invest 
money. It’s blatant commercial 
misuse,” the lawyer said. 

The court asked whether all 
the websites and articles in 
question specifically featured 
Sadhguru. The judge suggested 
that the relevant URLs should 
be provided to concerned inter-
mediaries for appropriate ac-
tion. The counsel for Sadhguru, 
however, warned that if  only 
specific links were taken down, 
similar content could easily ap-
pear elsewhere, making the is-
sue a recurring problem.

India’s economic competition with 
US, China has just started: Naidu

‘16% T’gana women married before 18’

Pillars of 
society
The Florence 
Nightingale 
award is given to 
recognise 
outstanding 
service by 
nursing staff. 
Health minister 
JP Nadda 
congratulated 
the awardees, 
saying, “Our 
nurses are pillars 
of the healthcare 
system, saving 
countless  
lives daily.”

S H A N  A  S  @ T’Puram

WITH only a few days remain-
ing before schools reopen, the 
Thiruvananthapuram excise 
department has flagged 104 
schools in Kerala as drug 
hotspots and has initiated 
measures to counter the influ-
ence of  intoxicants among stu-
dents. Among the lists, govern-
ment-aided and private schools 
belong to the High School and 
Higher secondary categories. 
Thiruvananthapuram led the 
list as about 43 schools from the 
district featured in it followed 
by Ernakulam and Kozhikode 
districts, which had unspeci-
fied numbers included in the 
most-watched category.

Multiple sources confirmed 
the existence of  such a list and 
said the excise department has 
been instructed by the state 
government to take specific ac-
tions to get the students of  
these schools, who are hooked 
to intoxicants, released from 
the clutches of  drug racket.

“The department has been di-
rected to take action on its own 
and also in coordination with 
other departments, such as the 

police to purge the elements 
that lure school kids to 
their dragnet,” a senior 
excise department
officer said.

Excise sources said 
the inputs they re-
ceived largely suggest 
that certain shops oper-
ating near these schools 

supplied drugs to students. 
This information was passed 

on to the state govern-
ment, which responded 
by giving clear-cut in-
structions to revoke the 
licenses of  such shops 

engaged in drug peddling 
and other intoxicants.

“The excise department has 

begun seeking the assistance 
of  the local self-government 
bodies to revoke the licenses of
such shops and take cases 
against the owners. We have 
been told to take action against 
such shops using other provi-
sions of  the law,” said another 
excise official.

The excise sleuths have al-
ready got in touch with princi-
pals or headmasters of  such 
schools and have sought their 
cooperation. The excise sleuths 
have also sought details of  va-
cant rooms and empty plots in 
the school campuses, where the 
students meet, from the school 
authorities. Excise sources said 
the hotspot schools will be 
placed under surveillance and 
assistance of  police will be 
sought, if  required.

The background of  people, 
who loiter around the schools, 
will be scrutinised, an official 
told. In the case of  students, 
who are found to be in drug 
abuse, the excise officials will 
contact the parents and the 
school authorities and with 
their consent, they will be reha-
bilitated under the ‘Vimukthi’ 
de-addiction project.

‘104 Kerala schools drug hotspots’
Excise dept directed to take strict action against elements who lure kids to vices: Officials 

‘Shops situated near schools supplying drug to pupils’
Excise department sources said according to inputs received, certain 
shops operating near these schools supplied drugs to students. The 
state government has issued giving clear instructions to revoke the 
licenses of such shops engaged in drug peddling and other intoxicants. 
The department has begun seeking assistance of local bodies to revoke 
licenses of such shops and take action against owners, an officer said.

‘Mounting debt’
BN Yogananda, president of the 

Karnataka Private School and 
Colleges Parents’ Association said 

offering loans through private 
finance firms and collecting school 
fees in the form of EMIs is pushing 

parents into debt to secure their 
children’s education. “The 

education department and the 
state government must step in and 

initiate strict legal action against 
both the schools involved in such 

schemes and the finance firms 
facilitating them,” he said.

Young women face 
job insecurity: Study
As per preliminary findings 
of the survey, despite high 
employment, most young 
adults — especially women 
— face job insecurity, 
overwork, and unequal 
work distribution. The 
pathway from education  
to employment is also
slowing down, particularly 
for the younger cohort, the 
study said.


